Souturorl
NEIGHBOR

A Publication of The Southport Nelghbors Association

March, 2002

Volume 12, Number 2

irvivig Park R

(HIHTTR
IR

Bl s

Southport MNelghhors
Associnfion

Feomamaled Angrund 8 [954

Cuestions aboud
Southport Meghbors
e Association?
Emiail us at
snachicagoi@aocl.com

MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS!
Neighborhood Social

Community Meeting
March 18th, 7:00 PM

Enjoy complimentary refreshments!
Socialize with your neighbors!
Learn more about the property tax fight!

Join us at SNA's
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This month's community meeting will feature a new twist. Strega Nona will be hosting us from 7:00
to 7:30 p.m. for a neighborhood social. They have generously offered to provide appetizers and wine
to neighbors who live within SNA's boundaries (see map, above & left).

At T:30, we will be moving next door to the beautiful Mercury Theater for a CAPS (Community Polic-
ing) meeting and a community meeting. Featured at the community meeting will be an update from
TRAC, the Tax Reform Action Coalition. They will tell us about the ongoing battie to reform our prop-
erty tax system, and how some of our political candidates stand on the issue. (See the article balow
for more information.] We will also be bringing back our “neighborhood forum”, where you are en-
couraged to voice your opinlons on any issues in the neighborhood ....things you would like to see
addressed, or things you think are GREATI

AGENDA
-MEET at STREGA NONA for Social  7:00—7.30 |
MOVE to MERCLURY THEATER

CAPS meeting
TRAC update
MNeighborbood Forum

7:30—7:40

A0—8.00 |

8:00—8:20
B:20—8:00

Iagide:

summary of lan. Meetng
Family Fisn Fair
Development Update
Wodunteers MNeaded
Restaurant Review
Contact Info

Membership Form
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Property Tax Reform - Where does it stand?

Aczording to a recant Chicago Tribune paoll, Mlinofs's proparty tax
burden is the number one issue among volers. So you'd think
that it would be all over the media, cendidates speaches and
pualic debata, right? Wrong.

Hear represantatives from TRAG, the Tax Reform Action Coali-
tion (formed out of an SMA mesting 2 years ago), discuss the
current state of tax reform in llingis. They will tell you which can-
didates are workang towards true reform, which candidates are
working against it, and which candidates used to support it but
are now loo busy pleasing thair father's ambifions to even men-
tion it anymore. You won't want to miss this informative segment
af our March 18th meeting!!



Hotes From Our January Community Meeting
% Neighbors Vote “NO" on Waveland Avenue Issue

SNA's regular January meeting was hald on February 4, due to scheduling challenges related to Presi-
dents Day in tate January. The meating convened at 7:35 with over 75 people present. The main topic an the
agenda was the propasal to convart Waveland Avenue to a one-way west batwean Southport and Ashiand Ave-
nues, Aso on the agenda was an intreduction 1o this year's children's concart, for which planning is now under
WaY.

The public was notified of the Waveland proposal via the nrewshatter, found In various businesses along the main
thoroughfares in our neighbarhood, and via door-to-door dalivery of fiyers, Proof of residence within SNA's
boundanes was required in order to vote on the issus. Salty McPherrin and Jill Peters, residenis of the neighlbor-
hood, researched the proposal and presented it to the community. Central to the issue was safaty around the
Juniper Park Playlot, which Eaﬂgr and Jill felt could be addressad with the changa in traffic fiow

The proposal 1o convert Wawveland fo a one-way street was defeated by a margin of 55-18. Comments FOR the
proposal centered mostly arcund the desire to kesp kids sale around the park, and to parform a traffic study to
determine if a8 one-way would accomplish this. Comments AGAINST the proposal ranged from concemns that &
pne-way streel could spead up traffic, posing further danger fo kids. to general concems about the difficulty in
navigating the neighborhoaod if restricted to traveling west on Wavaland. The manager of Jews! Foods was pre-
sent, and noted that the one-way conversion would force about 15 semi-trucks per week fo travel west on Wave-
land, past Juniper Park. These trucks curmantly exit tha alley bahind Jewal onto Waveland, traveling east o
Southport, a more appropriate route

While some at the maatng did nol think there was a safely imsue at Juniper Park, many cthers raised altermnative

safety ideas dunng the ively discussion, Traffic calmers (speed humps) at the intersection, befter signage, park-
ing restrictions near the park, and increased police presence to ticket thosa running the stop sign, were all men-

tioned. Alderman Hanaan has suggested we investigate the statistics on ticketng at this imersection, in order o

gauge the safaly issua. Tha SNA board is considering these ideas. Our children can never ba too safel

Jacki Davidoff introduced the 2™ annual Children's Concart to the community. Planning is underway for the
spring event. Last year's event was a huge success, and a great time was had by all. The money raised last year
and this year will benalit the landscaping of the newly redeveloped Juniper Park Playlot Jacki is asking for voilun-
teers to help make this event a success. If you are interested, please send an email to snachicagodac com. If
vou don't have amail, drop us a line at 3540 N Southport, #1000, Chicago, 60657

Kids Just Wanna Have Fun
SNA's Second Annual Children's Event This Spring/Summer

SNA's 181 Annual Children’s Concert last May was a wild, fun, festive event that brought famiies in cur neighbor-
haod together to listen o great music, eat yurmnmy food and socialize at The Mercury Theatre We're currentiy in
the planning stages for an exciting event this spring or aany summer,

Last year's evant featured a sokd-out concert with folk singer Susan Satidor who had rmany kids and grown-ups
dancing in their seats. Plus face painters, a delightful clown and other kid entartainmant. Local businesses up
and down Southport and arcund the neighborhood shared generousty as sponscrs of the event, which raised
maney for the Lakeview Food Fantry and landscaping for Junipar Park.

This year volunteers on the planning committee are looking at a range of possibilies. from a street carnival to &
family fun day. We're interesied in volunteers who want to help plan and put the event together — if you're inker-
ested email Jacki Davidoft at gelbdlustrationi@yahod.com.



SNA Planning & Development's
Did you know?

If your neighbor is constructing an addition or new house, and the excavation for the new
structure is within 5 feel of your house, the City of Chicago requires your neighbor to protect
the structure of your house “to prevant sagging, settling, cracking or collapse of its foundation
and walls.”

Your neighbor is responsible for the cost of the reinforcement or bracing, and is required {o
provida you notice, in writing, 30 days prior to the stant of excavation. This notice should in-
clude the anticipated starling date as well as the three dimensional measurement of the
planned excavation work.

The Excavation Ordinance clearly states:

“The owner of the property where excavation takes place and the person pardforming the work
shall be jointly and severally Hable for any damage, death or injury caused by sagging. set-
tling, cracking or collapse of the public way or of the foundation or walls of a structure located
within fiva feal of the excavalion, due to absent or insufficient reinforcement or bracing.”

“Any person who performs or authorizes excavation work in violation of thes chapter shall be
subject to a fine of not less than $500 and not more than 51,000 for each offerse. Each day
of a continuing violation shall constitute a separate and distinct offense

Want to learn more about the Excavation Ordinance? Check out the City of Chicago Building
Department website at www, ci.chi.il.usBuildings/BuildingCode.

SNA Board Wants You!

Looking for 8 way to get involved in your neighborhood and make connections with fun, caring
folks? Southport Neighbors is kooking to fill out our board and if you're interested, consider this:

We view our role as being stewards of tha nesghbarhood who givie a litths me each month to halp it
be a welcoming, safe, growing place to live. We have big hearls and involve oursalves in different
aspecis of what it means 1o iive in a community. We welcome you to contact Jacki DavidofT by
email at gelbillusirationgd yahoo.com or call her at TVY3-327-9118. SNA Board meetings are held
one evening every other month, and we heip set tha agenda for the community meetings as wall as
get invoived in development, safety, beautification, special events and ather neighbor happanings,

Jain us!



Oftro Mas s an upscale Latin restaurant with a wide varigty of craative dishes on the menu, Dimly it
and conversation friendly, it's a graat place for a date, or for a nice avening out with friends. Occupying two floors
of what apparently used to be an old house, there & a bar and some dining tables on the man floor, with mone
tablas and & lounge area on the upper fioor.

The sendics was friendly and quick, though on apmﬁuunmmmmmmmmmui our waiter did
ssam to disappear for long periods of time. When dining on the upper floor as wa were, the wait staff has o
trudge up and down the stairs for bar drinks, which seemed to take soma time.

This diner chose the Cabrales for starters, which consisted of mesclun greans, apples, Spanish cabrales cheese
{much like bleu cheesa) and almonds, with a shermy vinaigretie. The greens were crispy and the salad was very
tasty. My dining companion (a k.a, husband) chose the Tamale, with shrimp, pico de gallo and salsa rgja. He
really enjoyed it. calling it @ “nice twist’ on a fraditional tamale.

For our main courses, we chose the Lombo and the Came. The Lombeo is a chill cured pork tenderloin served
with white beans and a “truffie scantad jus.” It was a nicely seasoned. gocd cut of lean maat, firm yet tender, and
the white beans were & nice complamant. The Came, @ New York sirip steak, was served with cabrales mash
{potatoes with cabrales cheasa), chipotie-confit butter and tobacco onlons (much like lightly-oreaded onlon fings)
" NOT for the calorie conscious, but oh-so dalicious! The steak was done to perfection, and the chipotle flavor
that infused the potatoes and onions added just the rigiht amount of heat. It made you sit up and take nobice, but
didn't leave you gasping for cokd water

The crésme brules we shared for dessert was smooth and delicious, made with dark chocolate custard and @s-

presso with a buttery crust. Overall we had ngmﬂdlnimmﬂmmlmr&m.musM. Salad and
appntj:erpri:aammuhnmﬁhﬂmdmﬁ&a#ﬁuwm:mhs&ﬁ. Resarvations are accepted, but
not necessary.

_ here are some phone numbers and addresses that you may need.

1
{ Alderman Barnie Hansen, 1057 W, Belmont, 773-549-4000 l
Alderman Gene Schulter, 4237 N. Lincoln,  773-346-8400 I
Sauthport Neighbors Assoclation, 3540 N. Southpert, Box 1000 :

snachicagodacl.com i
Remember, call 311 for non-emergencies and to requesl city services.
i Digl 811 for emergencies! :

Plaase accept my spplicaton for membership In the Southport Neighbors Association:
[ snchvidual (55 I Faming (58 [ susiness ($10) [ senior (52
1 To ensure | don'l miss an gsue of the Southport Neighbar, plesse mail & Enclosed @ An addrional $3 10 cover posiage.
[ Pieuse st ry addtonal contributon of §_____ to suppart the wark of the Sauhport Neightors Association,
] | have alss enciosed addilonal dues of $4 par person to join the Leke View Cilleens’ Councll

TOTAL ENCLOSED: § Sand check payable 6. Southport Nefghbors Associaton
A8l M. Southpor Avense, PR 1000
Chicago IL BOBST-1475

Mmmea: ___ Faminass:

Agdress: i E-Adal Adoess

Phoes: (H [

Iel Hog b volurtesr with Sauthport Maighbon in the Sollowing area(s) [ Property Tax Rafcerm
O] Baautiction [0 Educaton [ Membership Mewslaiter Production [ Safaty

] Busness Limsaon 1 Furdruising O Nowsletier Disbwbution Plarnirg & Development [ Socal
|



